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A Child In the War

A book review by Matsukawa junior High ALT
Tammy Crichton.

Usually, when we read about wars, we read about them in
textbooks and history books.We learn numbers: daters of attacks,
how many people died. We don’ t usually have a chance to hear
about the war experience of ordinary people. That is why Chizuko
Oyasato’ s book is very important. It gives us a chance to see war
i from the eyes of a child.
i When I read Ms.Oyasato’ s book, | could almost smell the burning
: buildings. | could almost hear the bombs raining down. I could
almost see hundreds of ships on the sea. She tells us that her
mother and grandfather died in front of for her eyes. When | read
these words, | was sad and amazed. War is a terrible thing.
My grandfather was a prisoner of war in Japan at the same time
that Ms. Oyasato was in Okinawa. | think it' s very important for
i us to know what happened during the war. We all know that
war is bad. But it’ s hard to understand just how bad. This book
: helps us to understand. When we listen to people like her or my
grandfather, it has impact. Ms. Oyasato tells us to be kind to
other people. She tells us not to have mukanshin. | think my
: grandfather would say the same. | will remember Ms.Oyasato’ s
: words and her story.
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